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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 10805 150302Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 AID-05 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /035 W 

034982 152326Z/21 

R 141048Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO FAS/USDA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2785 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 10805 

FROM AGATT FOR WASHENKO, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS 
AND RECORDS 

PASS PARKER, ESCS 
BOMBAY FOR AG OFFICER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR 

SUBJECT: SOUTHWEST MONSOON 
REF: CERP SECTION D: IN-8048, 7/14/78 

1 . MONSOON ACTIVITY GAINED MOMENTUM DURING WEEK ENDING 
JULY 12, COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS WEEK. WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF NORTHEASTERN INDIA AND TAMIL NADU IN SOUTH, ENTIRE 
COUNTRY RECEIVED NORMAL OR ABOVE NORMAL 

PRECIPITATION. RAINFALL FOR WEEK IN THESE DEFICIENT SUB-DIVISIONS 
WAS 45-89 PERCENT BELOW NORMAL. 

2. CUMULATIVE RAINFALL JUNE 1 TO JULY 12. WAS 

NORMAL OR ABOVE NORMAL THROUGHOUT COUNTRY EXCEPT FOR 
NORTHERN PART OF WEST BENGAL AND TAMIL NADU WHICH 
WERE 26 AND 41 PERCENT RESPECTIVELY, WEATHER 
ZONES WHICH RECEIVED NORMAL OR ABOVE NORMAL RAINFALL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 10805 150302Z 

ACCOUNTED FOR 89 PERCENT OF TOTAL KHARIF 
CEREAL PRODUCTION (COMPARED TO 80 PERCENT IN 
COMPARABLE PERIOD OF 1977). USING DISTRIBUTION OF 
KHARIF PRODUCTION DURING 1970-71 AS A BASE. 

3. WATER FROM METTUR DAM IN SOUTH INDIA, WHICH IRRI- 
GATES DELTA OF THANJAVUR (RICE BOWL OF TAMIL NADU) 
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WAS RELEASED ON JULY 5. THE WATER LEVEL ON JULY 12 
STOOD AT 82.65 FEET (56 FEET LAST YEAR). 

4. MONSOON PERFORMANCE IN THE FIRST SIX WEEKS OF 
SEASON HAS BENEFITTED SOWING IN MOST STATES 
AND A NORMAL KHARIF CROP AT THIS EARLY STAGE 
IS IN PROSPECT. 

GOHEEN 
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